reproductive organs of brachyurans over a 20-year period were the basis for her dissertation for the doctoral degree obtained from the Paris University of Pierre and Marie Curie in 1977. Her examining committee included such notable carcinologists as Pierre Drach and Théodore Monod. This remarkable study was published in her landmark 1979 monograph ''Morphologie et Phylogenèse des Brachyoures.'' This monograph completely altered the general view of brachyuran crab systematics and evolution by placing emphasis on the oft-ignored external reproductive structures of these animals. Her views completely overturned a long established but confusing system, and in its simplicity and logic can only be termed as elegant.
Prof. Guinot's scientific career now spans over 50 years of intense and uninterrupted activity on numerous aspects of brachyuran morphology and biology. In the world of zoology, her name immediately evokes the systematics and phylogeny of Brachyura. According to her efforts (Ng et al., 2008 ) the number of valid Recent species of crabs is 6,793. Aside from this astonishing morphological variety, brachyuran crabs are known from almost every marine biotope, from abyssal depths and hydrothermal vents to rocky shores as well as from brackish and fresh waters and terrestrial environments. This is a vast assemblage and it is a testimony to Prof. Guinot that one can hardly undertake a study of the systematics of any given group of crabs without referring to one or more of her works. Danièle Guinot's early research activities included study of a collection of crabs from the Persian Gulf entrusted to her by Professor Louis Fage. Afterwards, she conducted research on the Mediterranean and east and west Atlantic crabs. By this time, she established the modern foundations of the systematics of the goneplacids, and stressed the uniqueness of groups such as inachoidids and belliids. The oceanographic cruises MUSORSTOM, a fruitful collaboration between the Muséum d'Histoire Naturelle and the l'Office de la Recherche Scientifique et Technique Outremer (ORSTOM, now known as IRD), conducted in the Indo-West Pacific since 1976, yielded extremely diverse collections of crustaceans, particularly from islands and deep waters. Guinot studied many of these crab collections and took the opportunity to review the systematics of a number of crab families world wide. Those revisions are a remarkable contribution to the knowledge of Brachyura and some constitute a vade mecum to researchers studying crab diversity.
Prof. Guinot has described over 220 new taxa (4 higher taxa, 10 families, 47 genera, and 163 species) from among the Recent and fossil crabs. Her research has carried her to a number of countries in Europe, North and South America, Africa, and Asia. Danièle has a proven ability to establish and cultivate scientific relationships with other researches and has numerous collaborators across the world. Her scientific interests have allowed her to collaborate in a number of domains, including sperm ultrastructure, paleontology, and molecular systematics, that are valuable sources of information often not incorporated by those working on the systematics of Recent taxa. In recognition of her achievements, more than 30 genera and species have been named in her honor.
Danièle Guinot has published more than 150 scientific articles and monographs. The recent collaboration between Danièle with Peter Ng and Peter Davie (Ng et al., 2008) produced a checklist of extant brachyurans of the world that will no doubt join her 1979 monograph as a benchmark in the field. The originality of Guinot's research and capacity of observation and synthesis earned her a professorship in the museum. Prof. Guinot has already received many honors in France including chevalier of the Palmes Académiques, the Prix Pouchad of the Academy of Sciences, and the Prix Ida et Embrick Strand of the French Society of Zoology. Her undiminished passion for her job no doubt explains her always-helpful demeanor when dealing with colleagues and collaborators, be they long time members of the members of the carcinological community or students just starting out their careers.
For all the reasons given above, which sum up to a lifelong (and on-going!) dedication to the study of brachyuran crustaceans, Prof. 
